•” /’ SECRET NO FOREIGN DISSEM CONTROLLED DiSSEM 

f Approved For Release 2002/08/20 : CIA-RDP78S02149R0002001 60002-0 


MK "c i '-ji 

V v-V>^ # .?/ 


DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 2030? 


S-1054/AP-4A 


I / i -tsC'A 

^ H 

y 


SUBJECT: Enemy Strength in South Vietnam (U) 

TO: Commander in Chief 

Pacific Command 
PP0 

San Francisco 96610 


1. (S/HFD) Contingency planning for future peace negotiations or 
for any post hostilities situation requires an intelligence esti- 
mate or the North Vietnamese presence in South Vietnam. The ques- 
tion of distinguishing between the ethnic Northerners and ethnic 
Southerners and determining the numbers assigned to various com- 
mumst forces in South Vietnam has become a matter of concern to 

t e Assistant Secretary of Defense (International Security Affairs). 

ere is at present no reliable way of estimating, on the basis of 
current data, how many North Vietnamese in specific categories are 
now in South Vietnam. 

2. (S/NFD) Memoranda prepared by this agency and the State Depart- 
ment (enclosures) attempted to address specific aspects of the 
problem but were unable to provide definitive answers due to gaps ‘ 
in the statistical base. Although there is general agreement on 

the number of NVA in units as identified in the MACV order of battle, 
a real problem exists in counting and identifying other NVA and hard 
core North Vietnamese Communists in South Vietnam. Further, there 
is a pressing need for information with respect to the impact of 
casualties on those who have been infiltrated. Lacking casualty 
statistics that differentiate between the North Vietnamese and the 
Viet Cong forces, it has been necessary to rely to a considerable 
extent on analytical judgment to arrive at an estimate of residual 
North Vietnamese strength in South Vietnam. 

3. (S) In view of the continuing high-level interest, your assist- 
ance is requested in further refining and analyzing existing data to 
reflect the most definitive picture possible of the North Vietnamese 
presence in South Vietnam. Your preliminary comments and views on 
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this problem are requested by 20 December 1966 with an estimate of 
the earliest date that a considered reply can be expected. 


3 Enclosures 

1. Memo ASD (ISA) dtd 
25 Nov 66 (S/NFD) 

2. Memo ASD (ISA) dtd 
17 Nov 66 (S/NFD) 

3. Memo RFE-49, INR State 
dtd 9 Nov 66 (S/NFD/CD) 

cc: COMUSMACV 


2 


Approved For Release 2002/08/20 : CIA-RDP78S02149R0002001 60002-0 


SECRET NO FOREIGN 



Annroufiri FnrReleisc 2002/08/20 : CIA-RDP78S(12143Rnn02n01fin00; 


MEMO ROOTING SLIP 


NEVER USE FOR APPROVALS , DISAPPROVALS, 
CONCURRENCES, OR SIMILAR ACTIONS 


ACTION 


TO 


COORDINATION 


e/# 


INFORMATION 


NOTE AND 
RETURN 


PER CON* 
VERSATION 


REMARKS 


$££ a**/ D/tf 

/sn ^ /YV a/, 



Vi 

/Cm SP'/v' J*' D*Dt 


~ ~ 1 
2 lA/t 


+** *** 


,/T/ 

/&CrUf4W{ 

^■v>y SJ 


^ ‘Ay*’- 



’n/gji£ 


!!£££_ 


DOwfflO<lol®SBleali , ^l)60(l8WP&ffi¥!0l>78SO2 ; f5SP«)tlBfliOti»OO2 



